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As the owner/senior
designer for DC4 and
the president of
Dickson Construction,
Lukejohn Dickson is
mastering the art of
looking forward and
backward at the same
time. For the past two
years, Dickson has
been one of the

youngest, most active restorers of historic residen-
tial homes in downtown Savannah, while also
passionately working for sustainable develop-
ment — an interest that won him the “The Rachel
Carson Environmental Award” in 2000 from The

Rhode Island School of Design for sustainable
design practices and contributions to the field. 

Fittingly, he founded “HouseArt,” an organiza-
tion that promotes restoration of historic proper-
ties and their surrounding neighborhoods by hold-
ing art and cultural events in dilapidated houses
just prior to their restoration. 

Dickson has also been a key volunteer, sponsor
and participant in Historic Savannah Foundation’s
Revolving Fund for the Lincoln Street Initiative,
which is rapidly transforming that previously
overlooked corridor from eek to chic.

Q. What are the major challenges you've
encountered in getting where you are? A.
People. No matter what line of work you are in,
the biggest challenges are always people. There

are those who believe that it’s possible to hole up
in a warehouse somewhere or on the Internet
while working “numbers” with their “widgets,”
and that they can be successful with little or no
human interaction. They are sadly mistaken. The
key to any successful business is in healthy and
strong relationships with disciplined people
involved in and around your work. The challenge
is in nurturing and encouraging these relation-
ships, and then holding onto them.

Q. Where do you see your business/yourself
professionally in five years? A. In five years, I
see my business as the leading trendsetter and
trailblazer along the entire Creative Coast in sus-
tainable/green custom home design and building,
kitchen and bath remodeling, and as a distributor
for sustainable/green building products.

Q. If you were mentoring a student who
wanted to follow in yourfootsteps, what advice
would you give?A. Go with your gut, because it

tells you when you’re hungry and it will certainly
tell you when something is right or wrong. Take
as many risks as you can in your 20s and learn
wisely from your failures. Last, but certainly not
least, exercise in the morning and eat your vegeta-
bles.

Q. What extracurricular activity has been
most beneficial in your career? A. Community
Bible Study of Savannah. There’s nothing better
than gathering with close friends to better under-
stand the Big Man’s love for us all.

Q. What keeps you awake at night?A. How
I could have done what I did that day better, pay-
roll, global warming and chocolate.

Q. What are you reading or what was the
last book you read? A. “World Changing: A
User’s Guide to the 21st Century,” by Alex
Steffen, Al Gore, Bruce Sterling.

Q. Do you see yourself as a leader? A.
Without a doubt.

Lukejohn Dickson
DC4 and Dickson Construction

Jimmy and
Celena Egan
launched a small
fountains busi-
ness in 2002 and
have grown it
into a flourishing
business that
includes design
and installation

of not only fountains but also entire outdoor

garden and entertaining areas for residential
and commercial customers. 

Fountains N’ Such once shared the location
at 1650 E. Victory Dr. with Smith Air
Conditioning, but now takes up the whole
property and plans a major indoor/outdoor
expansion this month. While much of their
business is from Savannah and Hilton Head
Island, they have customers from a 150-mile
radius. The couple is expanding the busi-
ness’s product line to include pavers, outdoor

fireplaces and lighting, in addition to their
original line of pots, statuary, fountains and
hardscapes.

They are involved in lots of community,
church and school activities. Celena chaired
the Diabetes Walktoberfest last fall, and han-
dles festival events at their children’s school.
Jimmy is the president of the Dutch Island
Homeowners’ Association.

Q: What key career decision did you
make that led to your present success? A:
The most important decision that led to our
career is that we decided to not work for any-
one else and become our own employer. This
allowed us to be in control of our future.

Q: What extracurricular activity has

been most beneficial in your career? A:
The most influential activity outside of work
is the participation in our church. Being able
to give back and show faith has been fulfill-
ing and rewarding.

Q: If you were mentoring a student who
wanted to follow in your footsteps, what
advice would you give? A: If we were to
give advice to someone it would be to run
your business the way you want to be per-
ceived in society. Treat all customers, peers,
competitors, and employees the way you
would like to be treated. Most of all, operate
your business with honesty and integrity. At
times this may not be the most profitable but
in the long run it will lead to success.

Jimmy and Celena Egan
Fountains N’ Such
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Congratulations
Margaret Cheatham

Everyone at Q105.3
is proud of you for 

being named one
of this year’s

40 Under 40.

THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

congratulates our own  
Laura García-Culler

for achieving 40 under 40
and for being our 

#1 everyday!

Recognizing that history is the key to understanding
who we were,

who we are, and
who we will be as individuals,

Georgians, and Americans,
the Georgia Historical Society is committed to

collecting and preserving the record of our common past and
to sharing that past with all Georgians through

quality educational and research services, publications and programs.

501 Whitaker Street, Savannah, GA 31401 n   912-651-2125
www.georgiahistory.com

Book publisher
Christine Ristuccia
began her foray into
the world of speech
pathology as a volun-
teer to the speech
pathologist at May
Howard Elementary
School on Wilmington
Island. The mother of

two preschool boys, in 2000 she launched Say It
Right, a publisher of speech-language, special
education and general education products. She
relocated her business to Tybee Island in 2004.

Ristuccia is a nationally known speaker in the
field of speech-language pathology and is the cre-
ator of The Entire World of R workbook, a
unique, innovative and effective method of reme-
diating “R” (/r/) articulation disorders. She is also
the author of five other books in this field, and has
sold and created more than 50 other speech-lan-
guage related products worldwide.

Q. What key career decisions did you make
that led to your present success? A. We decid-
ed to go for it and focus on the business full time.
We also started spending more time developing
products and going to trade shows to exhibit our
company and products.

Q. If you had to start all over again in some
other field, what would it be and why? A. I
would be an acupuncturist. The field is fascinat-
ing and helpful to me and my own health. It is

great because when patients receive acupuncture,
they are able to significantly reduce their medica-
tion.

Q. What keeps you awake at night? A. My
preschoolers!!!!

Q. If you were mentoring a student who
wanted to follow in yourfootsteps, what advice
would you give? A. That you need to believe in
yourself, and never think that anyone is better than
you. We are each unique and have our own pur-
pose in life to fulfill. If you have an idea, move full
steam ahead! You also need to be persistent and
have perseverance. Always, make time to take
care of yourself -- otherwise you'll run out of gas. 

Q. What extracurricular activity has been
the most beneficial in your career?A.Yoga and
meditation.

Q. Where do you see yourself professionally
in five years? A. I see our company being even
larger and more stable. My research is going to be
published this year and I believe that my work
will become the standard approach to /r/ articula-
tion disorders in the field of speech-language
pathology. I would then like to branch into the
‘English as a Second Language’ field, and help
students learning English to correctly produce the
/r/ sound. The business will have many more
product lines and address many more disorders.

Q. What are you reading, and or what was
the last book you read? A. “ALong Way Gone-
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier” by Ishmael Beach.

Christine Ristuccia
Say It Right

It’s easy to overlook
the fact that starting a
small, service-oriented
business and making it
a success takes every
bit as much talent and
hard work as climbing
the steepest corporate
ladder. Jamie Cribbs is
an example of that.

Cribbs worked for the owners of other salons,
but wanted more. He bought and renovated a
Southside bungalow and opened Foil, a salon
where he now employs nine hair stylists and nail
technicians. But Cribbs’work is seen well outside
Savannah. Just over a year ago, he became per-
sonal hair stylist to restaurateur/TVcelebrity Paula
Deen – a demanding job that keeps him on the go
and puts his work on display to a national, perhaps
international, audience. In fact, this interview was
conducted by phone from the Caribbean, com-
plete with calypso music in the background.
Cribbs was there for a shooting session with Deen.

Cribbs, a cancer survivor himself, has participat-
ed in fundraisers for the American Cancer Society

and frequently shows up at local haircut fundrais-
ing events, shears in hand.

Q: What key career decision did you make
that led to your present success? A: When I
decided to open my own salon. Opening my own
businesses forced me to take a stand in life, by put-
ting me into debt. I instantly had responsibilities.
Responsibility forces you to have goals, and with-
out goals, you become stagnant.

Q: What keeps you up at night? A: What’s
next, the next new thing. I keep a pen and piece of
paper by my bed.

Q: If you had to start over again in some
other field, what would it be and why? A: I
would do something in the design field. . . I’ve
always wanted to go to SCAD (Savannah College
of Art and Design). And I love computers. Maybe
graphic design. Definitely, it would have to be in
the creative field.

Q: If you were mentoring a student who
wanted to follow in yourfootsteps, what advice
would you give?A: Surround yourself with peo-
ple you want to be like. Success doesn’t happen
overnight. With hard work and effort, you will be
successful.

Jamie Cribbs
Foil Salon


